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liberty for the Church, consonant, not only with the French, but even with the Anglo-Saxon, ideal of justice, and in harmony with the other conquests of French idealism during the nineteenth century.
The supreme " error " of France, that which, in the opinion of the Vatican, required the mobilization of all its agents to combat it, was the effort of French statesmen to establish
a national school system free from clerical......dominatlQiL
The task is not yet accomplished, but the Republic has little by little substituted the principle of independent and methodical research for that of authority and tradition, the scientific impulse for the religious ; and this achievement the Catholics still find it difficult to forgive. The freedom of thought and the spirit of tolerance manifested during the debate on the Separation Bill of 1905, were the social fruits of an intellectual education of this sort. The Republic has aimed at reaping a harvest of those civic virtues which characterize a self-respecting democracy. A State School was regarded as the most efficient method of Republican action. The Church protested. It described as persecution the limitation of one of its monopolies. The conscious effort of Republican and Democratic France to organize society according to the dominant principles of our laic time, was a movement which was bound to meet with resistance from theocratic vested interests. By means of the primary schools fbunded^ytfie iRepiiMc, which were the greatest work of Ferry, the Republican statesmen wittingly sought to wrest the boys and girls of France from exclusive clerical training, and to educate them for their duty as responsible Republican citizens. This steady, inevitable and characteristic work of the Republic to assure the existence of a neutral laic school seemed, to the Church, a work of irreligion, of impiety. And when the French State is accused of persecution, one of the motives of the charge may be confidently ascribed to the poignant regret with which the Catholics have seen the Republic rooting